May 3, 2021
16th Circuit Solicitor Kevin Brackett is proud to announce that Senior Solicitor Matthew
Shelton has been named the 2021 National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s National
Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutor of the Year. He was selected from among candidates
nominated by prosecutors across the country.
In his nomination letter Solicitor Brackett commented on the many contributions Mr.
Shelton has made to the cause of traffic safety in York county. “From the establishment of the
centralized DUI court, the reduction of the backlog of pending DUI cases in magistrates court, the
establishment of the Traffic Education Program and the annual trainings that Mr. Shelton provides
for local law-enforcement, Matthew has dramatically impacted the quality of traffic safety in our
county,” said Solicitor Brackett.
In his letter in support of the nomination Colonel C.N. Williamson, the Commander of the
South Carolina Highway Patrol noted, “Mr. Shelton has created and fostered a beneficial working
system for multiple law enforcement agencies. His contributions have been innumerable.”
In concluding his nomination Solicitor Brackett stated that, even though he has made such
an impact on traffic safety, the quality he most admires in Mr. Shelton is his positive attitude.
“Through all the stress of our job he is one of the most upbeat and positive people I have ever
known. He is relentlessly cheerful and always encouraging to his peers and those around him. He
respects his co-workers and everyone he meets, and they always know it is genuine. He is available
to help anyone at any time and works to build a sense of camaraderie and fellowship in the office,”
said Brackett.
Mr. Shelton will be presented the award at the National Association of Prosecution
Coordinators annual summer conference in Norfolk, Virginia, which will be held July 11-14, 2021.
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To:

MADD DUI Prosecutor of the Year Nomination committee

From:

Sergeant Christopher Rowe

Date:

March 6, 2021

RE:

Nomination of Solicitor Matthew Shelton for Barry Barnette DUI Prosecutor of the Year Award

_____________________________________________________________________________________

On behalf of the Rock Hill Police Department Traffic Enforcement Unit and the 16th Circuit Law
Enforcement Network I am writing to support Senior Solicitor Matthew Shelton’s nomination for the
NHTSA Prosecutor of the Year Award. Solicitor Shelton is the lead prosecutor for the 16th Circuit
Solicitors Office DUI unit. In this role, Solicitor Shelton is often the lead prosecutor in Felony DUI
cases, which result in death or great bodily injury, and vehicular homicide cases. As the committee is
aware, these cases are often extremely complex and require tedious work which Solicitor Shelton
completes with enthusiasm and without hesitation. Furthermore, Solicitor Shelton’s wealth of
knowledge of the nuances of the State’s DUI laws makes him a tremendous asset to the 16th Circuit
Solicitors Office DUI Unit and to surrounding law enforcement agencies. Solicitor Shelton is a role
model and mentor for junior solicitors assigned to the DUI unit. Additionally, Solicitor Shelton is
always available day or night. In fact, as recently as February 20, 2021, at approximately 8:30 p.m.
Solicitor Shelton demonstrated this commitment. Despite being late on a Saturday evening Solicitor
Shelton answered his phone in reference to Reckless Homicide case involving the death of Teresa and
Donald Hewetson. Solicitor Shelton’s guidance was instrumental in officers making a solid case so
that the defendant could be held accountable for his actions. Although this case is not DUI related
this is a prime example of Solicitor Shelton’s dedication to prosecution of the State of South Carolina
traffic laws. Despite the challenges faced by all during the COVID-19 pandemic Solicitor Shelton has
continued his mentoring role. Solicitor Shelton eagerly and without pause agreed to meet with
Solicitor Chisa Putnam, of the City of Rock Hill Solicitors Office, and I to discuss DUI related cases.
Solicitor Shelton was able to provide valuable information related to out of state blood draws which
are frequent in York County, South Carolina. Solicitor Shelton was also able to address small issues
which would help officers make better cases, and even volunteered his time to teach a block of
training to officers of the Rock Hill Police Department. Solicitor Shelton’s unwavering commitment
and knowledge in the area of DUI prosecution reflects greatly upon himself and the 16th Circuit
Solicitors Office and he is an excellent candidate to be considered for this award.

